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3 0864  1006  6838  6 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


COLLECTION 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


AUG 2 01984 


August  16,  1984 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Jordan  Landfill- 

Conditional  License 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Garfield  Co.  Courthouse,  Jordan,  MT 
Mary  Ann  Engdahl,  Mayor,  Town  of  Jordan,  Jordan,  MT 
Nicholes  C.  Murnion,  Attorney  At  Law,  P.  0.  Box  375,  Jordan,  MT 
Francis  J.  McCarvel,  Attorney  at  Law,  110  5th  Street  So.,  Glasgow,  MT 
Rex  Murnion,  Jordan,  MT 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  State  Capitol  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 
TomEXlerhof f , Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena,  MT 
Harold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Town  of 
Jordan  sanitary  landfill. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Sincerely , 


A JAMES  E.  LEITER 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


JEL :vc 
Ends . 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 

(406)  444-2821  ! 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Dl VI  si  On/Bureau Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  Or  Application  Jordan  Landfill - 

Description  Of  Project  The  town  of  Jordan  proposes  to  license  an  existing  landfill 
in  the  NEl;  SE!s  of  Section  12,  Township  18N,  Range  37E  MPM.  The  existing 

facility  is  being  upgraded  from  an  open  dump  site  to  a sanitary  landfill. 

A copy  of  the  complete  application  is  available  for  inspection  at  this 

office  or  available  upon  written  request. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

Major 

Moderate 

Mi  nor 

None 

Unknown 

Comments  on 
Attached  Pages 

X 

X 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

X 

X 

X 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 

X 

X 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

TO. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flow 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None 


Comments  on 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS 


PER  Prepared  by: 
Date: 


s. 


/ 


JAMES  E.  LEITER 


Not  Necessary 


DHES/ESD-2 


JORDAN  PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


August  16,  1984 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic  life  and  habitats  - 

Conversion  of  the  former  open  dump  facility  to  a sanitary  landfill 
should  create  only  a minor  impact  on  terrestrial  life  at  the  site.  There 
will  he  no  effect  on  aquatic  life  and  habitat.  Daily  covering  of  waste  at 
the  landfill  should  greatly  lessen  the  attractive  nuisance  of  the  site  for 
such  terrestrial  species  as  skunks,  flies,  rodents,  and  other  small  animal 
species . 

3.  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture  - 

Conversion  of  the  site  from  an  open,  burning  dump  to  a sanitary 
landfill  will  have  a minor  impact  on  soil  quality  and  stability.  Solid 
waste  buried  at  the  site  without  burning  will  change  the  ultimate  sub— sur- 
face soil  texture  as  the  buried  material  degrades,  there  will  be  some 
settling  in  the  finished  areas.  Any  overall  changes  will  be  extremely 
minor. 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quantity  and  quality  - 

There  will  be  little  change  since  the  landfill  will  be  operated  in  the 
same  location  as  the  former  dumpsite.  More  efficient  operation  of  the  site 
should  help  insure  that  adequate  soils  are  placed  over  finished  solid  waste 
trenches.  This  may  make  the  quality  of  the  final  surface  more  suitable  for 
revegetation. 

5.  Aesthetics 

Applying  appropriate  sanitary  landfilling  techniques  to  the  existing 
operation  should  affect  a positive  change  to  aesthetics  in  the  site  area. 
Litter,  odors,  smoke,  and  nuisance  animals  and  insects  should  all  be 
brought  into  better  control. 

6.  Air  Quality  - The  only  allowable  burning  at  a sanitary  landfill  is  the 
combustion  of  untreated  wood  waste  materials.  Burning  is  approved  only 
after  a permit  is  granted  and  only  in  times  of  good  ventilation.  Adherence 
to  air  quality  permit  requirements  should  dramatically  improve  localized 
air  quality  near  the  landfill. 

8.  Demands  on  environmental  resources  - 

Once  the  landfill  is  brought  into  full  compliance,  the  site  will  use 
available  land  area  slightly  faster  than  in  the  past.  Good  compaction  of 
solid  waste  and  control  of  daily  and  final  cover  operations  will  minimize 
consumption  of  landfill  space.  Some  increased  usage  of  diesel  fuel  will 
result  as  the  town  operates  equipment  more  frequently  in  order  to  insure 
better  operation.  The  impacts  will  be  minor. 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


5.  Human  health  - 

Conversion  of  the  open  dump  to  a sanitary  landfill  has  the  potential 
of  greatly  decreasing  pre-existing  health  and  safety  hazards  at  the  land- 
fill. Decreased  fires,  smoke  and  chance  of  explosion;  better  control  of 
hazardous  wastes;  and  lessened  attraction  for  nuisance  insects  and  animals 
should  all  be  realized. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services  - 

The  town  itself  will  be  expending  more  time  properly  operating  the 
landfill  than  in  the  past.  The  actual  time  required  will  be  minor  if  the 
site  gatekeeper  properly  supervises  dumping  of  incoming  waste  materials. 
Proper  maintenance  of  litter  fences  and  good  daily  operation  will  minimize 
the  extra  service  requirements. 

12.  Demands  for  energy  - See  #8  above 


